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1. (Cmxently Amended) A method for reliably transmitting data in a packet 
network, the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of data packets at an encoder; 

generating error correction information corresponding to the plurality of data packets; 
providing a plurality of error coirection packets including the error ooirection 
xofonuafion; 

transmitting the plmaUty of data packets and the pluiaUty of error correction packets to a 
dccodw, wherein pne or more foiward error nnrr ^ tion tunnels are estahlii^herl hetw^.„ t>,» 
. ^oder and the dccortt^r ajuLt he decoder uses error correction information to reconstruct one or 
more data packets if one or more data packets are not received at the decoder. 

2. (Original) Themethod of claim 1. whereintheplurality of data packets are 
transmitted before the error coirection infomiation is generated. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, v*ierein data packets are copied into a buffer 
and transmitted as Hiey are received. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the decoder is associated with a 
network node. 

5- (Original) The method of claim 1, \n^erein the decoder is associated witti a 
network end-point. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherdn the encoder is associated with a 
network node. 

7. (Original) The mdhod of claim 1, wherein the encoder is associated with a 
network end-poiiit. 

8. (Cuuenlly Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the decoder and the 
encoder are associated with edge sxtritnhaa 

9. (Original) The method ofclaiml, wherein Reed-Solomon encoding is txsed to 
generate error coirection information. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (C"«*»tly Amemded) The method of claim 4© 1, farther comprising 
encapsulating the plwraUty of datapackets and the plurality of error conection packets with a 
tarmel header. 
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12. (Cmrentty Amended) Hiemefliodofclaim U, xvHercm the tunnel header is a 
ORE encapsulated tunnel heariar 

13. (Caaoeled) 

14. (CuiiBQtlyAmended)Iliemefhodofclai«4^1Lwlierdniii^ 

pluzality of data, pacjkets and tTie T^hmilitv of ern^r r.^^^ ^ ,.1.^ assodatcd ^th a 
sessioo. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the encoder provides reliabiUty at the 
network layer. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1, ^rfierein the network is a unicast network. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the network is a multicast network. 

18. (Cmieotly Amended) A method fbrreceiving data m a packet network, the mefliod 
oominisuag: 

receiving a pluraUty of data packets at a decoder network node, the plurahty of data 
packets associated with a block identifier 

receiving a plurality of error coirection packets including error coixeotion information 
coiresponding to the block identifier, wherein the pT>m.K» v of enor corraction packets im. 
rgggived over an error ooirectioTi tu nnel hetwf^ an encoder ant^ f h^ '^r'^'«r 

reoonstnicting one or more of the data packets using Mw»r coiirection information if w» 
or more of the data packets has not been received within a set time period. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, further comprising removing tunnel header 
information from the plurality of data packetsj 

20. (Original) The method of claim 18, fiirther comprising forwarding the plurality of 
data packets to a netwoik «id-point. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 1 8. wherein the exior correction infbnnatiou is 
Reed-Solomon encoded. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising setdc^g a timer upon 
receiving the first of apluralily of data packets associated with the block identifier. 

23. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for reliably transmitting data, the ^Jparatus 
comprising: 

an intaface configured to receive a plurality of data packets; 

a processor configured to generate error correction information corresponding to the 
pIuraKty of data packets and piovide a plurality of error correction packets including the error 
correction information: 
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herein Uie interfece is further configured to transmit the plurality of data packets and 
liie plurality of error conection packets to a decoder, wherein the int^.^. ^ 
establish one or more fc^f^jt^ emr goyregtion tunnrTf, betv^^ t1,> ^ ^^r and th. A.r.A^ .^a 
the decodernses error correction information to reconstruct one or more datapackets if one or 
more data packets axe not received at the decoder. 

24. (QriginaJ) The ^aratos of claim 23, wherein the phuality of data packets are 
transmitted before the error correction information i$ generated. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, whereiix data packets are copied into a 
buffer and transmitted as they are received. 

26. (Currently Amend) An apparatus for reliably transmitting data in a packet 
network, ttie apparatus comprising: 

means forreceivingapluraKty of datapackets at an encoder; 

means for generating error correctiott infiManation corresponding to the pluraUty of data 
packets; 

means for providing aplurality of error coircctioa packets inchiding the error correction 
infoiznation; 

means for transmitting the plnrality of data packets and the pluraHty of error correction 
packets to a decoder, wherein one or more forward error co iirection tnrniels are eataWish^ 
between the encodeir and die decoder and . t fae decoder uses error correction information to 
reconstruct one or more datapackets if one or more data packets are not received at the decoder. 

27, (Original) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the plurality of data packets are 
transmitted before the error correction information is generated. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein data packets aiB copied mto a 
buffer and transmitted as they are received. 
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